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THE ELECTRICAL TEST FOR MEDIUMSHIP 


ANOTHER EXPERIMENT BY PROF. CROOKES, F.R.S.-—A SCIEN- 
TIFIC EXAMINATION OF A MEDIUM’S MEDIUMSHIP, 


B: WHAT MEANS İs the ir.vestigator to determine that the phe- 
nomena which he observes are indeed spiritual; that is pro- 
duced bya power other than that furnished by the volitions 
of someone present? In the ordinary affairs of life, actions 
can generally be traced to the actors, but with spiritual man- 
ifestations of some kinds the case is very different. Some of 
the most important of these, as indicating a source of action 
independent of mediums and sitters, usually occur in darkness, 
when itis impossible to control the conduct of every one present 
True, hands may be held all round, or wrists may be tied 
together, but there are so many ways of escaping from bond- 
age,and so many tricks indulged in by the practitioners of 
manual dexterity, that though the sitters may be mprally 
certain that all is genuine, yet the stranger who hears the 
story may ask—How am I to know that someone did not loose 
hands or play some trick which his fellows could not detect? 
Though these objections do not in the least invalidate the 
genuineness of the physical manifestations, yet they are an 
obstacle to their being received by all as an experimental 
demonstration. 

Natural phenomena of many kinds are familiar to ordinary 
observers which are so little understood that few can give a 
satisfactory definition of them. To individualise knowledge, 
so to speak, is the work of science. A table moves when 
several hands are placed lightly thereon. This movement 
may be due to some force other than muscular pressure, but 
the sitters may be divided on the question, The man of 
science is called in, and he demonstrates—by a process of 
investigation—that muscular force or the action of the sitters 
could in no wise cause the movements ; and so it is rendered 
certain that they are due to some other agency. 

This important proposition has once more been demon- 
strated by Prof. Crookes. 


| other hand, if the wires should be joined together so that the 


The accompanying hows the arrangeme it 


WN 


a ENE 


D, battery F, galvanometer 

H, shunt to cut off more or less of the current rder to regulate the defle 
tion of the galvanometer 

E, box of ge memen coils 

A and B, keys to make and break contact 

(A) is always closed, and used only to correct or check sen 

B) pressed down to K, puts the resistance coils in place of the med 

The two wires on each side of the arrow go to the medium 

The electrical apparatus will be readily understood from the diagram, by tbose 
skilled in electric nj science. Our illustration gives the course of the nt and 
connectio the parts, but does not convey an idea of the appa: t ap 


pears to the geseral observer ; further explanation may, therefore, be usefu 
the uninitiated. On a shelf under the sideboard on which the apparatas was 
fixed stood the battery (D) of two cells. 

mahogany box, was placed io the immediate front of the sideboard to the ef 
The “resistance<oils” (E) of similar appearance stood to the right. Behisd the 
shunt was the galvanometer (F), and behind the resistance-couls a lantern, the 
light from which fell oo the galvaoometer, and was reflected from thence : 
broad graduated scale, which was placed horizcetally on its edge to the rig 
the resistance-coils, and at a right angle with the sideboard, and so comstituted 
the extreme right of the apparatus opposite to the galvemometer om the left 
Two wires passed from the apparatus through the side of the doorway to the 

wer of the library behind the wall, where sar Mra. Fay. These wires were sep 
plied with handles of the ordinary kind, and when these were grasped with the 
wetted hands, the electrical circuit was established ; when the handles were 
erated the current was broken 


The “shunt” (H), externally a small 


PROFESSOR CROOKES’ STATEMENT. 


About a year ago Mrs. Annie Eva Fay, came to this 
country from the United States, with a good reputation as a 
medium for the production of pra phenomena. 

It appeared to me that the means first devised by Mr. 
Varley to test the mediumship of Miss Cook, and which was 
attended with such satisfactory results in her case, as already 
recorded by him in The Spiritualist, would be the best to 
demonstrate whether the phenomena which took place in the 
presence of Mrs. Fay were produced by slight-of-hand or were 
genuine. Experience has shown that the best conditions for 
production of the most striking phenomena in Mrs. Fay’s 
mediumship are, that she should be isolated from the other 
persons present, and in darkness; therefore, in order to get 
manifestations under test conditions, it was necessary that 
the medium should be so tied that she could not be freed by 
herself or by any other power without the knowledge of the 
observers. Mrs. Fay is usually tied with tapes or string; I 

roposed to tie her with a current of electricity. This method 
as the advantage of adse/wte certainty, since, if the medium 
has her hands or body removed from the wires, in a state of 
trance or otherwise, the galvanometer outside lets the spec- 
tators know the moment that the circuit is brokea. On the 


i i 
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current can still pass, the effect is quite as surely made | her seat in a chair before the brass handles, and the gaslights 
evident by the galvanometer. in the library were then reduced to one, which was turned low 
On Friday evening, Feb. 19th, Mrs Fay came to my house We noted the distance from her several prominent articles. 
alone, to submit to these tests, in the presence of several well | A musical box was lying on my desk at a distance of about 
known scientific men. She entered the drawing-room, and | four feet from her; a violin lay upon the table at a distance 
conversed with us for about a quarter of an hour, after which of about eight feet; and my library ladder rested against the 
my friends went, down stairs to examine the electrical appar- | book shelves at a distance from her of about twelve feet. 
atts and my library, which was to be used as the dark room. We then asked her to moisten her hands with salt solution, 
They examined the cupboards and opened the desks. They) and to sieze the terminals. This she did, and at once a de- 
put strips of paper over the fastenings of the window shutters | flection was produced upon the galvanometer scale due to the 
and sealed them with their signet-rings. They also sealed up, | resistance of her body ; we then left the library and entered 
in asimilar manner, the second door of the library, which | the laboratory, which was illuminated by gas snfficiently for 
opens intoa passage. The other door opens from the library | us to see everything distinctly 
into my laboratory, in which the experimentalists remained We commenced the tests at 8.55, p. m. ; the deflection by the 
during the tests ; a curtain, consequently, was suspended over | galvanometer was 211deg, and the resistance of Mrs. Fay’s 
this door, to place the library in comparative darkness, and to | body 6,600 British Association units. At 8,56 the deflection 
was 214deg, and at this momenta hand-bell began to ring in the 
At 8,57 the deflection was 21sdeg. A hand came out 


admit of rapid and easy passage to and fro 


[See diagram on preceding page.) library 
The medium takes hold of two handles, attached to the | of the cabinet onthe side of the door farthest from Mrs. Fay. 


wires below the arrow, and thus completes the circuit, and It should be clearly understood that I -was on one side of 


causes the light from the galvanometer to be deflected on the the wall with the galvanometer, that Mrs. Fay was on the 


scale, The shunt is now adjusted, the object being to dis oppo 


tribute.the current between the galvanometer and the shunt, | so secured that she could 
an inch to the right or left, and that under these conditions, a 


came out from the farthest side of the curtained door 
of three feet from the brass 


site side holding the handles, soldered to pieces of wire, 
not move her hands or the handles 


soas to.cause a convenient deflection of the former. Any 
movement àf the medium is now seen by a variation of the hand 
position of the spot of light. If the wires or handles are alongside us, at a distance 
short circuited in any way the spot of light flies off the scale; handles, and all within two minutes after we had left the 
if, on the other hand, contact is broken by the medium leaving room 
go, the light immediately drops to zero. At 8.58, the deflection was 208deg. ; at 8.59, it was 215deg, 
To take the resistance of the medium, the key, B, is pressed and at this moment a hand came out at the further side of the 
down, which places the resistance coils in the circuit instead | curtain, and handed a copy of The Spiritualist newspaper to 
of the medium. Pegs are then taken out till the deflection on | Mr, Harrison 
the galvanometer is equal to that produced by the medium; Atg o'clock the deflection was 209deg. ; 
the resistances are then equal both of the medium and coils, hand was agaiñ sen to come out and hand Serjeant Cox a 
and the figures are read off on the latter. copy of his book entitled “What am 1?” Ato9.1 the deflection 
The reflecting galvanometer with resistance coil and shunt, | was 206deg, the hand appeared again, and gave a little book 
were placed ‘close against the wall in the laboratory by the|on “Spectrum Analysis,” to its author, who was one of the 
side of the curtain, and two short pieces of very thick wire 
ran through the wall, and were securely soldered to two 
brass handles on the other side ; these handles were to be 
held by Mrs. Fay, whose body thus completed the electrical 
circuit, and gave me a deflection on the galvanometer varying 
with her electrical resistance. The brass handles were tightly 
covered with two pieces of linen soaked in salt and water. 
Before commencing the experiments, Mrs. Fay soaked her 
hands in salt and water,and on then taking hold of the 
handles, I have always found the amcunt of the deflection to 
be very steady, owing to the large amount of conducting sur- 
face exposed to contact with the hands. When she seized 
the terminals, the exact amount of deflection due to the resist- 
ance of her body was given by the galvanometer ; if she caused 
the handles to touch each other the deflection was so great 
as to cause the light to fly wildly off the scale; if she ceased 
to hold the handles for an instant the ray of light came to | Standing at the opening of the curtain. 
zero; if she had attempted to substitute anything besides her At 9.5, the circuit was seen to be suddenty broken. I 
body to establish partial contact between the two handles, the entered the library instantly, followed by the others, and 
great oscillations of the luminous index, which would have found that Mrs. Fay had fainted, or was entranced, She was 
taken place while it was being done would at once have | !ying back in the chair senseless, but revived in the course of 
exposed her, after which the chances would have been infinite | half an hour. Thus this remarkable seance lasted for exactly 
against its producing the right amount of deflection. ten minutes. 

My friends inspected these arrangements, and two of them,| A piece of old china, in the shape of a plate, was found 
well-known fellows of the Royal Society, tried what could be | lying upon the top of my writing-desk in the library ; it was 
done by connecting the two terminals with a damp handker-| not there before the experiments began. In my drawing- 
chief. Bya series of careful adjustments, between each of | room upstairs there is a moulding all around the wall, near the 
which they had to ask me what amount of deflection had thus | ceiling, and about eight feet from the ground ; resting upon 
been produced upon the galvanometer outside, they in time | this moulding are several pieces of old china, including some 
obtained an amount of resistance the same as that of a human | small plates. Mrs. Fay had been in the drawing-room for about 
body; but to effect this would have been impossible without an hour before the seance began, but she was not there 
information as to the indications given by the galvanometer | except in the presence of several witnesses ; the room was well 
outside, and all this time the violent oscillations of the ray of | lighted, and had she mounted a chair to reach one of the 
light showed that they were trying to make a new contact by | plates near the ceiling, of course every one must have seen it. 
tricks of some kind. At the suggestion of one of them, |The plates had been on those mouldings for weeks without 
however, and to obviate this barely possible source of error, being moved, for no member of my family had occasion to 
the brass handles were nailed so far apart, that he expressed |touch them and one of the gentlemen present said he was 
himself satisfied that neither he nor anybody else could repeat sure that the plate was not on the desk when the experiments 
the experiment with the handkerchief which he shad. just commenced, because he looked at the top of the desk with the 
exhibited intention of placing something on it, which he wished to put 


Mrs. Fay was then invited down into the library ; she took | out of the way. Many similar cases of the carriage of solid 


Saif 


at this moment a 


observers 

At 9.2 the deflection was 214deg.; a hand was again visible 
and gave a well-known traveller who was present a book en- 
titled “Art of Travel.” 

At 9.3, the hand threw a box of cigarettes at another gentle- 
man who was present, and who was known to be partial to 
the fragrant weed. I could have been positive that that box 
of cigarettes was ina locked drawer in my desk, when Mrs. 
Fay entered the room. 

At 9.4 the defection was 213deg. I again measured the 
resistance of Mrs. Fay’s body, and it was then 6.500 British 
Association units. At this moment a small ornamented 
clock, which had been standing on the mantle-piece five feet 
from the medium, was handed out. 

At 9.4-2, the deflection was 21odeg ; Serjeant Cox, and some 
of the other observers, said that they saw a full human form 
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objects from one place to another by abnormal means are on 
record in Spiritualistic literature. 

Before Mrs, Fay came to the house that evening, she only 
knew the names of two of the guests who would b 


but during the evening the intelligence at work displ 
unusual amount of knowledge about the sitters and 
labors of their lives. The box 1 Analysis” w 


one with no letters on the back, yet it was removed fr 


Lye 


K On “Spec tru 


place and handed to its author. Although I ge i 
the position of the books in my library, I cer c6 
find them in the dark, and I have no reason for s i 

at Mrs. Fay knew t s ı book y 
existence, or in my r that it was writt 
particular person present 

“PERMEABILITY OF MATTER 

|* addition to the experients of recognized scier E 

brought forwar ol I, No 2 2 the 5 
to show the permeability of tter, another writer says 

“The analogy by which I always endeavor to make credible 
to beginners or sceptics the passage of Mrs. Guppy, or a d g 
room table through a lath-and-plaster ceiling, without visible 
scar or half-healed place of exit, is t 1 ex 


hibited by what chemists know as cr) 


stances. These are names given to two states of 


readily convertible into one another, as when t 


starch is converted into the crystalloid sugar, but yet present 
remarkable differences ; for crystalloids can with readiness pass 
through animal membranes, such as bladd 


colloids, whilst the latter are unable to do either 


the other. Thus all our food has to be converted 


colloid state into the crystalloid before it is capable of passi 
through the dividing membrane into the vessels that su; 
the blood 


In close connection with this is the curious fact, recen 
discovered by physiologists that the corpuscles of the bloc 


little bodies about 1-gooth of an inch in diameter, can pass 
through the walls of the capillaries, or fine blood-vessels 
which the arteries ultimately divide, without leaving a trace 
of their passage. Now the walls of these capillaries are 
absolutely structureless, that is, present no pores, or other 
openings, under the microscope, so that here is areal passage 
of matter through matter, on avery small scale. But even 
this is under-stating the case—witness the following passage 
from an address of Professor Redfern to the Biological section 
of the British Association this year :—“They (that is the blood- 
corpuscles) do, in fact, move through the walls of the blood 
passages, and wander about freely in what we call solid tissues 

Now Mrs. Guppy herself can be said to “wander about freely 

through a whalg row of houses ; so that the recognized marvels 
of science are still ahead of ours, at least on a miniature scale 
One more quotation from Professor Redfern will suffice 
“If basement membranes (če. skin and mu 


ous membranes), the 


walls of blood-vessels, and cells are made up of colloidal mat 


ter, we can easily understand how they are penetrated by 
crystalloids ; and in like manner it is perfectly possible that 
they may be traversed by other substances in solid forms—as, 
for instance, the walls of blood-vessels by the corpuscles of 
the blood. 

Professor Redfern's speech may be found in Nature for 
Angust 2oth of last year. The distinction between crystalloids 
and colloids will be given‘in any manual of chemistry of a 
tolerably recent date. 


ENGLISH NOTES. 
Mo“ facts are cited by different investigators to show that 
iA the spirit “Lenore” who appears through the mediumship 
of Miss Showers, is not the person of the medium; Charles 
Blackburn, of Manchester, Eng., adds to this testimony by 
saying, “She was quickly entranced, and very shortly a spirit, 
named ‘Lenore’ came forth among us, perfectly destitute of 
any thread-fastening. We all felt her ears; she had no 
boring whatever through her ears, and the lobes were very 
thin and far smaller than Miss Showers’. She had only one 
large toe to each foot; the other four toes were ossifications, 
and not toes at all. We all examined her very small feet 
with our hands and eyes, nor are we in the slightest mistaken. 
She told us her feet would have been perfected had there been 
more power. When this figure retired, we all went into the | 


cabinet with faint 


the thread through her ear 
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the couch. We cut the th r 
t direct to the nail without a knot or p g 
Showers’ feet, I r Å 
exan 

E i i writes i n i 


talking 
her, complimenting her, and indulging i 
conversation ; for only or € tw 
who hate all nonsense that was said to and by 


*stions on subje 


cts about which 


ally anxiou The criticis 


means a local one: but able, so far as w 


cove of the materialization seances 
COMMUNICATION 
To the Editor of Scientist 
H g but February 
Scientist, I notice in said er, A communicat 


Dr. F. Hartman, Burnham, Texas, headed “The Me 


Boston 


That portion of his article purporting to be a “True S 
A Wonderful Healer and Blind Medium,” ! pur 
review. Having opened your columns to him, I trust y will 
allow me a space in your columns to reply. I have before me 
Dr. Hartman’s letters to Mrs; Morrison, also a ate 
diagnosis of each of the several cases referred t : 


arti Dec. 18, 1873, (No. 616) Dr. F. Hartma 
diagnosed. Jan. 10, 1874, Mrs. Morrison received a 
from him for remedies suited to his case” The san 
sent him remedies for internal use, also two 
external use. He has by letter acknowledg 
received from that treatment. Case (No 
agnosed, Aug. 21, 1874. Dr. H. says, is “ 


and affected rheumati i 


see the Liver and Stoma causes 
ap tite food to distress *} a t 
the heart” is not named ins hav 
a letter from Dr. Hartman, statin the r 5 
toms in this case are those acc g dyspeps . 
No, 1162 agnosed Aug. 2 s was t 5 
‘ » was never sick in her life Dr. H.s 

agnosis was, that she was suffering from extreme weak $s 
womb disease and poverty of the blood, and s 
cate diagnosis says—don't see much disease here—S s 
and bad condition of the t 


i i T i T 
ood Lihat scrofiulous c 


blood, kept the wo 


ase also, he ordered W 
for her, a package, rt 
remedies to make a lotion for the burn 
Case (No. 1176) Diagnosis Sept. 17, 1874. “Hair from the 
dead body of his wife Dr. H. says, “the answer was, that 


my wife was only slightly affected with a cold, and that the 
‘band’ could see no reason why she could not be easily 
Her diagnosis he has falsified wholly 

We believe his statement asto the time he cu air 
from the head of his wife to be untrue. He having made so 
many mis-statements, in his anxiety to be noted. We beheve 
he has mis-stated that also. 

Be that as it may, if the Doctor would investigate the 
spiritual philosophy a little further, he might fod that hair 
taken from a dead body, the diseased condition c 


a Ody 
can be diagnosed either eighteen hours or eighteer ears 
after. 

Now why should Dr. Hartman order remedies for himself, 
and also for the German girl, if he was only in sonc : 
“humbugs and imposters.” 

Honest and intelligent investigation of mediums, or of the 


spiritual philosophy, will result in good as surely as will 
falsehood and fjealousy return to poison the source whence 
it sprang. 


Bosrox, March 27, 1875. H. B. Warcox 
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SOME THINGS I HAVE SEEN AND HEARD. 


LOWAY, A. M 


BY THOMAS W 


No : 

P most of the exampies g 2 the preceding 

there has been m of possil 
reading.” In this will be given two examples in wi 
element would seem to be excluded 

Some two years ago, being in a city of Essex County, I, 
with a friend, rode at ~ s r team having 
been procured at a sta My f was re tha 
ordinarily pleased with t s iS at 
desirous of q ng I se 1 reas 
he was Strongly inclined to trade, but suddenly he becan 
disinclined, and did not. Wew T gr sed w 
the transaction, but thought nothing especia concerning 
afterwards. On ti next Sunday evening, in Bos 
attended the seance of Mrs. B. My fri yad never bet 
been there, and knew not the n im nor a € 
save myself. A message came to him ptrportiag to be from 
a Mr. E. and some time before deceased 

The following Conversation ensued. The spirit said, “You 
didn’t purchase the horse, did you?” “What horse “Yo 


know which one.” “Why not?” we asked, the re; 
will tell you at another time.” At t 


seance on 


Sunday night he was informed tł he horse was then sick 
y nig 


t knowing this was to be 


with the epizootic disease, and 
he, the spirit friend, had interfered in the matter There was 
much in addition of interest in the conversation that I will not 
here take time to recite. 

The more remarkable part of the story, however, is this 
Mr. E. resided in the state of New York. It was at a time 
subsequent,,we were informed through the mail of his sick 
ness and death. The facts concerning the horse were surely 
notin our mind. The trivial nature of the affair did not 
make sufficient impression to last till we had left the place, 
and, as stated, information concerning Mr. E’s decease was 
not communicated until some days after the spirit message | 
had informed us of the fact. 

Another case of as much interest occurred at the rooms of 
Mrs. L. a few weeks afterwards. My friend, in company with 
myself, was there; Mr. E. came giving his name, and without 
solicitation or a thought of him on our part. He spoke of 
there being with him the spirit of a lady whose head had been 
cut off, and that she died insane. This lady was a citizen of 
the town in which Mr. E. lived and died. She was partially 
insane, and had been taken by her husband to the residence 
of a physician in an adjoining town, left a few minutes alone 
to walk as she desired to do in the physician’s garden, she 
passed out through a rear gate and to an adjourning railroad 
a train passed, and her life was sacrificed. Her head was 
severed from her body. Of this we knew nothing. At various 
times afterwards, with this medium, the spirit of this lady 
returned, and at length, throwing off early conditions she was 
able to converse and give facts concerning her history, &c., 
not known to us, but afterwards ascertained to be true. None 
of these facts could possibly have been read trom our mind. 

The case has in my experience a few times occurred where 
two receptive parties were required to complete the circle of 
Communication. I had visited Mrs. W., a medium of East 
Boston, and being somewhat pleased with results, made an 
appointment for another day. I invited my mother, a lady of 
sinty-Gve years of age to accompany me. She was not a 
believer in Spiritualism, but ready for investigation. Residing 
fa suburban town, she was to call at my office on arrival in 
the city, A lady of ber own age, a visitor from a neighboring | 
State, was to come in with her; the latter having an appoint- 
ment at the same hour with Mrs. L. in the city, and she had | 
induced her to make a visit in company to Mrs. L., instead of | 
going with me to East Boston. I went alone to Mrs. W. 
miles away. Entranced, she informed me of the presence of 
my brother, giving his name and other facts, making the 


identity unquestionable. He said he could stay but a few | 
moments as he “was going to talk with mother,"s 1-was | 
informed correctly of her whereabouts, &c., and he stated | 


that be had induced her to go with her friend there. On my | 
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z for me. My brother had 


n I found the two iñ wait 


1 there, made 


lf known fully, and throw 


the m a favorite song of his, a gave ir , amy 
and unquestionable evidence of not only his presence but his 
terest and identity n not sure whether or not he named 
è fact of having | he other med s. These sea ~ 
y satisi 
W eaking this transa n, I can hardly for. 
~ g this X er members of ria > 
w, fora l of more than four years, been a 
V f Mrs. 1 t ive ‘ 
g t n ~ ` t t, Six I 
i I í 1 was given, 
te 
I Z, i ‘ n 
V i » far as we know, 
oo w 5 g that the 
is Í i 1s 
t in the 
O I >i i MI sota 
: s 1 | J track of hin 
s part i sta nents 
g y t s and ¢ n T tantly 
I g in possi t the foregoing 
CC d, I hesitate r to r them 
ave seen a ar and I a w by this recital reminded 
ilar. A young man, a perfect 
tt > a visitor to any medi- 
friends in Nova Scotia. He 


at Mrs. L's; she informed him 


com} 
of the presence of his grandfather, a Baptist clergyman, 


long ago deceased, also of the young man’s mother, and 


another friend They were all interested in his welfare, 
and knew of his intentions, They were unanimous in advice 
against his going. They strongly urged him not to go. This 
much, and more of this unexpected information regarding his 
intentions, and advice given, he was anxious to get further 
test in the matter. We went to a public seance at the rooms 
of Mrs. H., in this city. Here came the two persons first 
named—the grandfather and mother—they recited the same 
story, gave the same advice, and in addition recited much of 
his history for the previous two years, &c. They informed 
him of their knowledge of the fact of his having procured his 
passage ticket to Nova Scotia, and they yet urged him to 
remain here. In spite of’ the messages he went. A series 
of unpleasant and unlooked for conditions attended his further 
preparation for the journey and on the passage he had a most 
narrow escape from the loss of his life, and all on board, both 
by fire and shipwreck. A series of undesirable conditions 
followed on his landing, and continued for weeks after his 
arrival. 

As a further test of the matter, | have at intervals visited 
these mediums, received at each time a full and detailed 
statement of his surroundings and a description of the 
houses in which he was sojourning at particular times. In- 
formation of his removal from one town to another has been 
given in all five communications, in as many weeks, and all of 
them correct to the letter; and what is yet more remarkable, 
a time was lately named by the medium giving the date of his 
leaving for Boston ; a letter from him the next day, confirmed 
the message, as it conveyed the intelligence of his intention 
to leave at that time. The grandfather has given advice that 
was salutary, and that will be lasting More so, I believe, 
than anything that could have come from one yet in the flesh. 
The question is often asked, What do these simple things 
amount to? What good comes of spirit messages? Often 
they are of sufficient moment to evolve a good that a whole 
eternity will be employed to fully declare. It is much, and 
ought to be enough to know, that a thing is trae and a fact. 
No truth or fact is small. The touch of agarment’s hem, had 
power to make a diseased one whole. The swinging of a 
cathedral’s lamp suggested a change in opinion of scientific 
men, which overturned all their celestial law. The history of 
science is but a history of contention and conflict; the 


| agressor being a sentiment so simple and small in the world’s 


estimation, as to make it contemptible, and only worthy of 
death that a nuisance might be abated. As fine vapor particles 


ta. a O 
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condense into dewdrops and rain, and falling, refresh the 
streamlets and reinforce the streams; and as these in turn 


expand the rivers to miles of width, and thousands of miles * 


of length, so do these misty and half-understood messages 
from the spirit realms comè down, and mingle, and accumulate, 
and bless 


“All are but parts of ope stupendous whole, 
Whose body Nature is, and God t 


e soul, 
I have long ago learned to refrain from calling a person a 


fanatic, or deceived, because they inform me of manifestations 


that come to them, but which I am not able to experience or 
obtain, and so I do not incline to pronounce a persona 
deceiver, and no medium, for the simple reason that 1, or an 
acquaintance, has not experienced a successful interview 
The next person, consulti may receive abundant satisfac- 
tion; not only may they be satisfied, but I may, if list Ww, 
be quite as well pleased. This has been a common occurr 


in my experience. The great laws governing mediumsl 
and the receptivity of those consulting, are as yet but! 
understood, and probably a large per cent. of the dissatisfa 
tion that is entertained by persons who have been unsuccessful 


I 
arises from the fact of incompatibility between themselves 
and the medium. There can be no doubt, but even this 
incompatibility is in some instances intensified and augmented 
by a semi-consciousness on the part of the medium, that he 
or otherwise, 


or she is not succeeding, and then, voluntarily 


attempts to supply the deficiency, and so only a jargon is 
produced, and properly enough, exciting disgust in the person 


consulting. 
That person who has thoroughly investigated the matter, 


and is versed in the science, anticipates chaff with the wheat, 


and dross with the gold. Forewarned he is forearmed, and is 


not overmuch disturbed at results The amateur—he who 
knows but little of what he is considering—expects for a 
surety that he will succeed, and even when the especial friend 
he hoped, and half believed would « and communicate 
does not come, he is disappointed, and goes away inclined to 
doubt, and pronounce all a phantom of the imagination of 
people of less intellect than himself. He says, “They were 


deceived, but I have not been.’ This is the old, old story, a 


thousand times told and repeated, and with scarcely enough 


variation to disturb monotony, and thus probably will things 


continue for a long time to come; but he who anticipates, thatat 
times he will have no success, and at others only indifferent 

he who in passive condition and a patient one, will seck 
among mediums for such as Azs spirit friends are inclined or 
best able to communicate through, will find much to rejoice 
at and be satisfied with, as well as a great deal to deplore and 
dislike, Where the precise line is, dividing what comes from 
a disembodied spirit clear, and that coming from the physical 
or even intellectual condition of the medium, of her especial 
spirit friends, or of theirs, we may not easily know. At times 
this cannot be known more than can be determined the line of 
division between night and day, or winter and spring. “Try 
the spirits,” is the only safe advice, or good injunction Take 
nothing for granted that your sober judgment and common 
sense, when in unprejudiced action, condemns He who 
blindly permits himself to be lead by what purports to be 
messages from the spirit realm, when those messages advise a 
a departure from justice, and morality, and right, is without 
compass or chart and will drift madly and unhindered on a 
strand. 


Geant ELY any—if any—Christian man will deny what the 
W? Bible throughout so unmistakably testifies—that good 
spirits are present with us, as God's agents, ministering to our 
wants and preserving us from many evils; and, although he 
will not deny that evil spirits are also present, laboring in an 
opposite direction to that in which good spirits labor, many 
are startled when they are reminded of the fact. But is not, 
in truth, a great part of the ministry of good spirits—angel— 
to help us against evil ones? ; 
truthfully moralizes— 


As old Spenser poetically but 


“How oft their silver bowers do angels leave, 

To come to succour us that succour want? 

How oft do they with golden pinions cleave 

The fitting skies’ like flying pursuivant, 

Against foul fiends to aid us militant ? 

They for us fight; they watch and duly ward, 

And their bright squadrons round about us plant. 

And all for love, and nothing for reward ! 

O, why should heavenly C od to men have such regard?” 
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AN INVESTIGATOR'S EXPERIENCE 


A CORRESPONDENT, writing from New York, r 


following statements on mediumship and investigators 


g 
Investigators of Spiritualism have ce to various con 
ons, some believir n the st al o 
communteca rece d, or in the p ul à 
others attr g them to 7 fra Í 5 
rarding them as so p logical devel f i t 
underst but not nece Tot e who 
been attracted to these n A ) 
get at the truth, no matter wi te 
been every temptation to diver iths 
by prejudices and by preconceived opinions tn 
personal surrounding. I have myself at various tim 
f xperiences a wever m tle I k 
ipon the subject, | am free sa it I think 5 
be ng fairly dis rer by its a ates t 
here is an wance of tairne r g 
i i w } 
y than t 
s well known, a i 
complied with. Patient investigators find yet more xati 


experiences. Names will be withhel 


i of soun 


ges will be va 


fluences to be spirits—ha 


exacting With these ci ons cheerfu 


formed to, there have beer 


phenomena which ha 
convinced som ery intelligent people that the manifestat 5 
vere f s tu rig à there ha et t 5 
ivestigators w while inwilling t at the p 
nomena were Of spiritual origin, have trankly conless« that 
they could not detect trickery or imposition This, of course 
us to the general so-called facts of Spiritualism 
That there are dishonest persons who use small S 
to impose upon the credulous, and ull themselves mediums, 
r class of believers in Spiritualism freely t 
thers who mingie genuine me nship with tricke 
Of this class, Gordon, it is believed, was a very conspicuous 
specimen That “Drs” Slade, Flint, and Mansfield are trick- 
sters be true, but there are gentleman of à w 


claim to have received from th 


simply impossible to duplicate may be hum? 


to those who 


ave been over the 


na there is 


apparenta want of fairness and arth of experience in the 
narrations of ambitious skeptics For example, the ease with 
whi lispose of the raps, and the m f the table, 
and t} ed changing of slates, at Slade’s That any 


telligent investigator should now-a-days attribute ra 


ss and 
ps an 


moving to trickery, shows willful blindness 


a very 
experience with the fraternity of mediums Th Slade 


by hundreds who have witnessed 


changes his slates is denied 
There must, ti 


That Mr Ske 


the writing when continued at the table 


be other ways for Slade to perform his tricks 


and his friends should succeed in ge 


ting messages from per- 
sons yet living or from mythical people is easily explained by 
the Spiritualists, who tell us that in the next life there is a class 
of spirits who enjoy precisely that kind of mischief and meet 
guile with guile. The answer has not been satisfactory to me, 
and I regard the point as the principle tally Mr Skeptic has 
made against those mediums. 

I have been compelled to concede the fact that sptrits dis- 
embodied do comme nicate with living friends, but the details, 
the genuineness of messages, the doctrines, and mnch else 
pertaining to Spiritualism, I still consider unsettled. They 
should be subjected to rigid but fair investigation. The 
subject cannot be fippantly disposed of by challenges of 
mediums. Let the skeptic patiently meet the pretended spirits 
on their own gronnd, and he will find enough to give him 


serious thought, although he may not become a convert. 

Ler us, however, ever bear in mind that amid all the 
discouragements, difficulties, and errors that attend our rè- 
searches, the truth can be found by the persevering investi 
gator. Truth and error are, in mortal life, ever mingled 
together, and it is the part of wisdom to separate them, and 
not reject the truth, because error often sits down beside it 
and assumes its guise. 
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Honest and intelligent CRITICISM is the great want 
of Spiritualism to-day ; it is a most valuable auxiliary to 


the cause of Truth. 


QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 

We select the following commynication asa fair repre- 
sentative of many we have received during the past week. 
To the Editor of The Spiritual Scientist : 

WHAT, in the name of all that is just, has prejudiced you so 
_— the mediums of America, and especially Boston's? 

very number of your paper teems with wonderful phenome- 
na of various kinds having occurred through different mediums 
of Europe, all of which you seem to vouch for, without a 
question to their genuineness, while there seems not to be one 
medium in Boston who has proved worthy of your endorse- 
ment. You seem to go out of your way to advertise spirit 

hotography in Europe, but never a word about Mumler and 

azelton of this city, who have been continually engaged in 
taking spirit faces for the last few years, Do you reckon 
them among those you denounce as bdSe frauds in your last 
number ? fi so, why don’t you exhibit a grain of pluck and 
expose them by name, and put a stop to the nefarious business 
aud warn their dupes who are visiting them by hundreds. On 
the other hand, if you consider them genuine mediums for 
that class of manifestations, honestly say so. 

You say, “One half of the physical mediums, so-called, are 
perfect frauds, and the Spiritualists of Boston know it.” If 
you, Mr. Editor, know this, why, in the name of heaven, do 
you not denounce them by name; let the gullible public know 
who is who. You are ready to bandy the terms “perfect 
frauds, charletans,” &¢., when speaking of the physical me- 
diums of Boston. Why not let us know who they are? There 
is Mumier and Hazelton, spirit photography; there is Mrs. 
Thayer, the wonderful flower medium; and Maud E. Lord, who 
has these manifestations in the dark ; then Mrs. Boothby, who 

cabinet materializations ; and Mrs. Hardy, who gives 
materializations in the light; and Mrs. Young the piano 
medium. Are these, or any of them, among those you 
denounce as perfect frauds, charletans ? 

Won't you speak? The honest Spiritualist wants to know, 
the honest skeptical investigator wants to know, and yet you 
keep silent. Do you endorse any Boston mediums, if so, 
who? for, as yet, I have failed to notice the unequivocal 
endorsement of any Boston medium in your paper, from the 
first. 

Why wait the movements of a “club”? Out with the 
mames of these imposters you say you denounce. What 
benefit to Spiritualism or to the investigating public for you 
to denounce as perfect frauds, one-quarter, one-half, or two- 
thirds of the mediums of Boston, when you neither name 
those you denounce or those you endorse. You say there is 
one medium in the city without food and shelter. Is that 
medium among those whom you denounce as perfect frauds, 
or is it one of your genuine, reliable mediums ? 

This stabbing in the dark or fighting men of straws, is gettin 
rather monotonous, so please give us a little ice inste 
of so much preaching. Give us the names of these mediums 
you say you denounce, and of those you endorse. Honest 
men and women will thank you, and none more than honest 
mediums. justice. 


Tofully answer the questions proposed, might require 
a republication of the editorial opinion for the past six 
months, and although our correspondent professes to 
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have read every paper, she has evidently failed to under- 
“Prejudiced” is certainly not a fair 
word to use, for any opinions we have, against or for the 


stand its policy. 


mediums of Boston, are gained from observation and 
careful investigation 
Che Scientist records the phenomena in Europe 


because they occur under test conditions so thorough, as 


to remove all doubts “as to their genuineness ; but we 
have yet to know of a public physical medium in Boston, 
who has been placed under absolute test conditions, and 
but Maud E, 


evinced any willingness to sabmit at any time, to any 


know of one, (Mrs. Lord,) who has ever 


and all conditions which may be devised. Therefore we 
do not “unequivocally endorse any public medium ;” and 
when we say we “denounce one-half as perfect frauds” it 
is because their manifestations, or the major portion of 
them, are due to clever trickery, quickly perceived by 
many of those who are not blindly credulous, 

Spirit Photography we have not noticed editorially, 
and can only say it has not, in the United States, received 
the attention that it has in England and France, and of 
course, has not developed any of the wonderful phases 
now occurring in these countries, UNDER TEST CONDITIONS 
The purpose of the Scientist is to give the news ; and we 
that 


exchanges and correspondents, 


confess much of it comes through our foreign 

Now if “Justice” has witnessed the manifestations of 
the mediums named in her communication, has she not 
arrived at 
And if she believed them to be genuine or the reverse, 
would she accept our opinion to the contrary as final ? 
We think 


physical mediums, are not named in the above coterie ; 


> 


an @pimion concerning their genuineness : 


not. And again, all that claim to be public 


Can it be that our correspondent is ignorant of this fact? 
Nevertheless, we repeat our previous assertion, that with 
one exception, none of these even, have to our knowledge 
given their manifestations under conditions which would 
remove beyond a doubt all opportunity for fraud, 

We say to the “honest Spiritualist” and to the “honest 
investigator” who wants to know—do not accept any 
phenomena as spiritual when your reason prompts you to 
believe that clever trickery can produce the same results. 
If you desire an evidence of spirit-power, be certain, in 
your own mind, that none other than spirit-power could 
produce the manifestations you witness. If these mani- 
festations can be simulated by a conjurer, make the con- 
ditions even more absolute ; FOR NO CONJURER OR TRICK- 
STER can imitate the genuine spirit manifestations, The 
genuine exists, and sooner or later the imitation will pass 
through the Bank of Public opinion and be branded coun 
TERFEIT. One rap, that renders you soul-conscious of 
the presence of an unseen power, is of more value than 
banjo playing, materializations or spirit-flowers which 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN produced by other means, 

“Justice” says,“ Why wait the movement of a club ;"— 
because, the testimony of a dozen would scarcely be 
received by some individuals ; so thoroughly are they in 
love with their imaginations, Of what use then, for one 
to denounce them by name. We are not so egotistical 
as to suppose that “Justice” even, would immediately 
become a convert to our belief, nor are we of her opinion 
as to the “thanks” of “honest mediums.” 

Our purpose is to excite investigators and Spiritualists 
to exercise more care in their investigations ; to remember 
that human nature is the medium between them and the 
manifestations from the world of causes ; and while they 
may have charity for the weakness of human nature, that 
they are not therefore obliged to sustain it in its deeds of 
fraud. Itis for the investigators to deal with mediums; 
the Scientist deals with mediumship. When there is an 
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expose, then we will give the name of the fraudulent 
medium, 

Concerning the medium without food or shelter. It 
would make no difference to us, whether that medium 
was genuine or the reverse ; and we should have held 


“Justice” in more respect had this case not been referred 


a simple process easily understood— 
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If Spiritua 


depended upon such facts, what progress would it have 
made, 
Once again we ask of Spiritualists to require 


conditions” when witnessing what purports to be a mar 


festation of spirit-presence ; afford no opg 


to. Charity knocked at the door, and there were a few deception ; and this we ur without inte ig to ca í 
true “Spiritualists” present. Does it need other answer? | reflection upon genuine mediumship, knowing that 

If weare fighting “men of straw,” certainly “Justice” phenomena can occur, does occur, where the investiga 
must find consolation in the fact, that nobody will get hurt. tion seeks for convincing tests The public me 
It may be as Justice says, “monotonous” to some, and to England and France,—particularly those of I 
others it may bea welcome relief. Certainly honest seem anxious to be above suspicion Cage g 
mediums have no cause to be alarmed or to imagine that bracelets, threads,—anything that will rende 
they are the “men of straw. They can have no fear of a possibility for the mediums to assist in the manifestat 5 
rigid investigation ; and zey do not need “Justice” to is gladly welcomed The time will come when 
speak in their defence American public will be quite as exacting, and the re 

We “fracticed” before we commenced to preach, and even more gratifying than at present to “honest Sy 


therefore we know whereof we speak, 


AN INTELLIGENT CRITICISM, 


In its issue of Saturday, 27th, inst., the N. Y. Sun 


says :— 


ualists” and “honest investigators 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


Tue British National Association, is c< 
enlarging its sphere of usefulness. At its last meeting 


a motion was introduced, “That the Association take 


“The Banner of Light contains every week apage of what 
purports to be communications from disembodied spirits to 
their friends on earth. A careful attention to this wonderful 
correspondence during the past three months, shows that in 
no instarce has the exact place of residence of the spirit while 
here been given, nor any other hints by which the genuineness and the effect which’ their uncriticised action is likely 
of the communications could be proved.” have upon those investigating the subject of Spiritualis 


into consideration the question of its responsibility as a 
national body, acting in a general relation to th i 
as well as to its own members, especially in the mat 
of professional mediums, their genuineness or otherwise 


This criticism comes from one of the secular press, 


. : : y f man 
having 170,000 circulation, (double the whole spiritual t 


Tue London Telegraph—a paper that has 
reputation ot translating imagination into practicab 
L » 
A k di r speaking of Professor Huxley's lecture on the voyage 
Simply to admit the facts. The reflection, of course, is Seer re pom pe A > 
. the “Challenger” says :—*There is a subject herein sug 


press), and what reply can Spiritualism make to it 


Gries i ; . < 
upon £ piritualism, so long as Spiritualists accept this gested which has never received due attention ; name 
nonsense quietly and support a journal which publishes the perpetual activity of these vital forces upon surfaces 
On the top of the sea, on the face of the dry ground 


it. It is continually furnishing weapons for the oppo 
the bed of the ocean, on the sea-beach, wherever a 


nents of Spiritual philosophy; but it is noticeable that 


many of the prominent Spiritualists of Boston, in public “FY''NE occurs, there life flourishes. Is it 1 ast 


, i sossible that llowing the same law of the nt 
meeting, have admitted the possibility of the existence aneneen » fo ee flog 2 
f hol ‘ l A } i ji R dissımılar mediums, some fine, subtle, and . 
E ted rscie:. cart E EEE not seek tol shape of life may subsist where the atmospheric envelop: 
advance the cause of Spiritualism. of the globe whirls in the impalpable ether? For, after 


ioi : z ; IO a A AR a all, the air is but another crystalline ocean at the 
MATERIALIZATIONS AND CONDITIONS. of which we crawl,-lecturing, and hearing lectures, and 


There wasa small gathering of gentlemen and ladies, looking up through the azure waves of our element 


at the Daily Globe office, Friday evening for the purpose 


R Su r g in Sr ualism besides 
of witnessing the production of spirit-hands under the URELY if there is anything in Spiritualism besides 


: f fraud and delusion, it is high time the true was separated 
same conditions as those required by Mrs. Hardy for this kain iha Salen. wink kandar Diiira dada Te ae 
Á a "T i sd tend thei 

results. The table, box, and covering were arranged, help to eliminate the imposters.— Daily Goode 

and the circle formed in a similar manner ; after which ; 

there was an appearance of a hand at the opening. It 

moved, and indicated the individual for whom it was 

intended ; that was succeeded by another of a different Persons in particular who desire to have the phenomena 

size. At times, three hands were shown simultaneously. take the rank of scientific facts A 

A black hand also appeared which was claimed to be that; we wovLp direct the attention of our readers to an 

of “Black Dick.” The agency of the operator could article on page 44, entitled “Who Fabricates ? I 

not be detected, while the manipulation of the hands from the pen of Madame H. P. Blavatsky, and for once 

and their composition, so far as the sense of sight and |in this Katie-King busixess, we have statements plain 

touch could determine, were the same as those seen and 4% unvarnished. 

felt at the seances given by Mrs. Hardy. “Diocenes” is out again, but the space allotted to him 
This is one of the results of giving spirit manifestations | we have taken for the report of the “Electrical Test for 

under such loose conditions as to enable a clever opera-| Mediumship.” 

tor to imitate them so closely, that a careful observer can j R 

detect no diference. We regret to be obliged to say |, THE CALL FOR a meeting to torm a Spintual Institution 

this, but a strict regard for the truth leaves us no alterna- in this city merits the careful attention of Se Se 

å à 4 alist in this vicinity. It is a step in the right direction 

tive. Some may have that faith which will enable them Something of the kind has long been needed and if the 

to arrive at different conclusions, but faith will not stand movement can be inaugurated, the future results may be 

for fact. Nor should we require faith of the investiga- | surprising to its projectors. Such an Institation would 

tor—Spiritualism professes to give facts, and the science | $00n outgrow the quarters at present proposed for it, and 

of Spiritualism warrants these professions. If a certain | * Spiritualists’ Temple would no longer be a visionary 

manifestation can be given at the same place and under scheme. 

the same conditions, and the one person attributes it to Several questions proposed by correspondents remain 

an unseen power, while the other explains its presence by over till next week, 


THe report of a scientific seance which we give else- 
where will gratify all friends of Spiritualism, and those 


ry 5 F 
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CORRESPONDENTS. 

WHO FABRICATES? 
SOME LIGHT ON THE KATIE KING MYSTERY. — MORE 
EVIDENCE. —— A STATEMENT, AT LAST, WHICH SEEMS 


CONSISTENT WITH CIRCUMSTANCES.—A LETTER FROM 
MADAME BLAVATSKY, 

] N the last Religio Philosophical Journal, (for February 27, 
in the Philadelphia Department edited by Dr. Child, under 

the most poetical heading of “After 


Sunshine,” we read the following :— 


the Storm comes the 


“I have been waiting patiently for the excitement in 
reference to the Holka teed to subside a little. 1 will now 
make some further statements and answer some questions.” 

Further, 

“The stories of my acquaintance with Mrs. White are all 
fabrications.” 

Further still 

“] shall not notice the various reports put forth about my 
pecuniary relations, farther than to say, there is a balance due 
me for money leaned to the Holmeses.” 

I claim the right to answer the above three quotations, the 
more so, that the second one consigns me most unceremon- 
jously to the ranks of the dars. Now, if there is in my 
humble judgment, anytiing more: contemptible than a cheat, 
itis certainly a Har. The rest of this letter,—editorial—or 
whatever it may be, is unanswerable, for reasons that will be 
easily understood by whoever reads it. When the petulant 
Mr. Pancks fin the Little Dorrit} spanked the benevolent 
Christopher Casby, this venerable Patriarch only mildly lifted 
up his blue eyes Heavenward, and smiled more benignly 
than ever. Dr. Child tossed about, and as badly spanked by 
public opinion, smiles as sweetly as Mr. Casby, talks of “sun- 
shine” and quiets his urgent accusers by assuring them that 
“it is all fabrication.” 

I don’t know whence Dr. Child takes his “sunshine” unless 
he draws it from the very bottom of his innocent heart. 

For my part, since I came to Philadelphia, I have seen 
little but slush and dirt, slush in the streets, and dirt in this 
exasperating Katie King mystery. 

I would strongly advise Dr. Child not to accuse me of 
“fabrication” whatever else he may be inclined to ornament 
me with. What I say I can free, and am ever willing to do 
so at any day. If he is innocent of all participation in this 
criminal fraud, let him “rise and explain.” If he succeeds in 
clearing his record, | will be the first to rejoice and promise 
to offer him publicly my most sincere apology, for the “erro. 
neous suspicions” I labor under respecting his part in the 
affair; but he must first prove that he is thoroughly innocent. 
Hard words prove nothing and he cannot hope to achieve 
such a victory by simply accusing people of “fabrications.” 
If be does not abstain applying epithets unsupported by 
substantial proofs, be risks, as in the game of shuttle-cock 
and battle-dore, the chance of receiving the missile back, and 
may be that it will hurt him worse than he expects. 

In the article in question he says,— 

“The stories of my acquaintance with Mrs. White are all 
fabrications. 1 did let her in two or three times, but the 
entry and hall were so dark, that it was impossible to recog- 
nize her or any one. l have seen ber several times and knew 
that she looked more like Katie King than Mr.(?) or Mrs. 
Holmes. . . .” 

" Mirabile dictu / this beats our learned friend, Dr. Beard! 
The latter denies, point blank, not only “materialization,” 
which is not yet actually proved to the world, but also every 
spiritual phenomenon, but Dr. Child denies being acquainted 
with a woman, whom he confesses himself to have seen 
“several times,” received in his office, where she was seen 
repeatedly by others, and yet at the same time admits that he 
she looked like Katie King, &c.” By the way, we 
al labored under the impression that Dr. Child admitted 
in the Inquirer that he saw Mrs. White for the first time, and 
ne ee ote Nap mig Son senig sire AA 

| ber affidavit at the office of the justice of peace? “A 
“fabrication” most likely. -In the R.-P. Journal for October 
27, 1874, Dr. Child wrote thus :— 

“Your report does not for a moment shake my confidence 

A 
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in our Katie King, as she comes to me every day and talks tø 
me. On several occasions Katie had cometo me and requested 
Mr. Owen and myself to go there (meaning to the Holmes) 
and she would come and tell us just what she had told me 
alone.” 


Did Dr. Child ascertain where Mrs. White was at the time 


of the spirits’ visits to him? 

“As to Mrs. White, I know 
occasions let her into the house 
the manifestations were going on in Blissfield. 
gone to Massachusetts.” 


her well—I have on many 
I saw her here at the time 
She has since 


And still the Doctor assures us he was not acquainted with 
Mrs. White 
“acquaintance” in such a case? Did he not go in the absence 
of the Holmes to their house talk with her and even 
guarrel with the woman? Another fabricated story, no doubt. 
I defy Dr. Child to print again, if he dare, such a word as fab- 
rication in relation to myself, after he has reada certain 


What signification does he give to the word 


and 


statement that | reserve for The last. 

In all this pitiful, humbugging romance of an “exposure’’ 
by a too material she-spirit, there has not been given.us a 
single reasonable explanation of even so much as one solitary 
fact. 
in a bogus fight, since every single ducl requires, at least, two 


It began with a bogus biography, and threatens to end 
£ = graph) 


participants, and Dr. Child prefers extracting sunshine from 
the cucumbers of his soul and letting the storm subside, to 
fighting like a man, for his own fair name. He says that “he 
shall not notice” what people say about his little speculative 
transactions with the Holmeses. He assures us that Agy owe 
him money. Very likely, but it does not alter the alleged fact 
of his having paid $10 for every seance and pocketing the 
balance. Dare he say that he did notdo it? The Holmeses say 
otherwise; and the statements in writing of various witnesses 
corroborate them. 

The Holmeses may be scamps in the eyes of certain per- 
sons, and the only ones in the eyes of the more prejudiced ; 
but as long as their statements have not been proven false, 
their word is as good as the word of Dr. Child; aye, ina 
would stand 
just on the same level as any Spiritual Prophet or clairvoyant 
who might have been visited by the same sdenfica/ spirits that 
visited the former. So long as Dr. Child does not legally 
prove them to be cheats and himself innocent, why should 
not they be as well entitled to belief as himself? 

From the first hourof the Katie King mystery, if people have 
accused fAem, no one so far l know—not even Dr. Child 
himself—has proved, or even undertaken to prove the inno. 
cence of their ex-cashier and recorder. The fact that every 
word of the ex-leader and president of the Philadelphian 
Spiritualists would be published by every spiritual paper (and 
here we must confess to our wonder, that he does not hasten 
much to avail himself of this opportunity) while any statement 
coming from the Holmeses, would be pretty sure of rejection, 
would not necessarily imply the fact that they a/one are 
guilty ; it would only go towards showing, that notwithstand- 
ing the divire truth of our faith and the teachings of 


court of justice even, the “Mediums Holmes” 


as 


[our invisible guardians, some Spiritualists have not profited 


by them, to learn impartiality and justice. 

These “mediums” are persecuted ; so far, it is but justice, 
since they themselves admitted their guilt about the photo- 
grapby fraud and waless it can be shown that they were there- 
unto controlled by lying spirits, their own mouths condemn 
them; but what is less just, is, that they are slandered and 
abused on all points and made to bear alone, all the weight of 
a crime, where confederacy peeps out from every page of the 
story. Noone seems willing to befriend them,—these two 
helpless uninfluential creatures who, if they sinned at all perhaps 
sinned through weakness and ignorance,—to take their case in 

| hand and by doing justice to them, do justice at the same time 
| to the cause of truth. If their guilt should be as evident as the 
| daylight at noon, is it not ridiculous that their partner Dr. 
| Child should show surprise at being so much as suspected! 
History records but one person, the legitimate spouse of the 
great Casar—whose name has to remain enforced by law 
| nee suspicion; methinks, that if Dr. Child possesses some 
natural claims to his self-assumed title of Katie King’s “Father 
| Confessor,” he can have none whatever to share the infalli- 
| buy of Madame Cæsar’s virtue. Being pretty sure as to 
| this myself, and feeling moreover, somewhat anxious to swell 


ps 
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the list of pertinent questions, which are called by our disin 
genuous friend “fabrications,” with at least ONE FACT, I 


now proceed to furnish your readers with the follow 

“Katie’s” picture has been, let us say, proved a fraud, an 
imposition on the credulous world, and is Mrs. Whit 
portrait This counterfeit has been proved | reaut 
the “crooking elbow n her bogus\autobiography (the 
sheets of which Dr. Child was seen correcting) by the 
confession of the Holmes’ and—lastly by Dr. Child h 
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the one, where the per: us and false Katie K 
behind her medius 


The operation of t 


so difficult as to oblige the Holmeses tot 
of the nspiracy tl hotographe: 

Now Dr. Child denies iving had ar 
with the sittings for those pictures. He í 

ca ind goes so tar say,(we | t 

and proofs to that,)that was out of ` 
miles away, when the sai tures were t 1 \ 
was, | s his dear prophetic soul Meditating an tting 
with the nymphs and goblins of N ira | s when 
he pleads an a/#/ it’s no “fabrication” but the truth on 

I inately for the veracious Dr. ¢ d, “whose chara 
and reputation for truthfulness and moral integrit) 
doubts 

(Here we quote the words of “Honesty” and “Trutl 
transparent pseudonyms of an “amateur” for detecting 
posing and writing under the cover of secresy, who trie j 
give a friendly push to the Dr. in two articles,—but failed in 
both.)— 


Unfortunately for H. T. Child we say, he got inspired in 
some evil hour to -write a certain article, and forgetting the 
wise motto, Verba volant, scripta manent, to publish it in the 


“Daily Graphic,” on the 16th of November last, together with 
the portraits of John and Katie King. 

Now, for this bouquet of the endorsement of a fact by a 
truthful man, “whose moral integrity no one can doubt.” 

“To the Editor of the Daily Graphic.” 

“On the evening of the 2oth of July, after a large and suc 
cessful seance, in which Katie had walked out into the room 
in the presence of thirty persons and Aad disappeares' and 
reappeared in full view, she remarked to Mr. Leslie and 
myself that if we, with four others whom she named, would 
remain after the seance, she would like to try for her photo- 
graph. We did so, and there were present six persons beside 
Se photographer. P had procured two dozen magnesian 
spirals and when all was ready, she opened the door of the 
cabinet and stood in it, while Mr. Holmes on one side, and I 
upon the other, burned these, making a brilliant light. We 
tried two plates, but neither of them were satisfactory.” 

“Another effort was made on the 23d, of July, which was 
successful. We asked her if she would try to have it taken 
by daylight. She said she would. We sat with shutters open 
at four o'clock P. M. Ina few moments, Katie appeared at 
the aperture and said she was ready. She asked to have one 
of the windows closed, and that we should hold a shawl to 
screen her. As soon as the camera was ready she came out 
and walked behind the shawl to the middle of the room, a 
distance of six or eight feet, where she stood in front of the 
camera. She remained in that position until the first picture 
was taken, when she retired to the cabinet.” 

“Mr. Holmes proposed that she should permit him to sit in 
front of the camera, and should come out and place her hand 
upon his shoulder. To this she assented and desired all 
present fe avoid looking into her eyes, as this disturbed the 


-Conditions very much. ... ” 


“The second picture was then taken in whieh she stands 
behind Mr. Holmes, When the camera was closed, she 
showed great signs of weakness, and it was necessary to 
assist her back to the cabinet, and when she got to the door 
she appeared ready to sink to the floor and disappeared (2) 
The cabinet door was opened, but she was not to be seen, io 
a few minutes she appeared in, and remarked that she had 
not been sufficiently materialized and said she would like to 
try again, if we could waita little while. We waited about 

een minutes, when she rapped on the cabinet, signifying 
that she was ready to come out. She did so, and we o talned } 
the /Aird negative.” Signed Dr. H. T. Child. 

And so Dr. Child, we have obtained this, we did that, and 
we did many other things. Did you? Now, besides Dr. | 
Child's truthful assertions about his being out of town, 
especially at the time this third negative was obtained, we 
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such reliable statements as this one, how can we Spiritualists 
wonder at the masses of incredulous scoffers that keep on 


politely taking us for “lunatics” when they do not very rudely 
call us “liars and charletans” to our faces? It is not the 
occasionally cheating “mediums” that have or can impede the 
progress of our cause; it’s the exalted exaggerations of some 


fanatics on one hand and the deliberate, unscrupulous state- 


ments of those, who delight dealing ir 


and “pious frauds” that have arrested the unusually rapid 


olesale labmcations 


spreading of Spiritualism in 1874, and brought it to a dead 


st p in 1575. For how many years to come yet, who can 


In his “After the Storm comes the Sunshine” the Doctor 


makes use of the following 


nelancholy reflection,— 


“It has been suggested that going 
fraud, such as surrounds these mec 


bein. 


into an atmosphere of 
ams (the Holmeses) and 
g sensitive (O, poor Yorrick!) 1 was more liable to be 
deceived than others 

We shudder indeed. at the thought of the exposure of so 
much sensitiveness to so much pollution! Alas, soiled dove 
How very sensitive must a person be who picks up such evil 
influences that they actually force him into the grossest of 
fabrications, and which make him invent stories and endorse 
facts that he has not and could not have seen. If Dr. Child, 
victim to his too sensitive nature, is liable to fall so easily as 
that under the control of wicked “Diakka” our friendly advice 
to him is, to give up Spiritualism as soon as possible, and 
join the Young Men’s Christian Association ; for then, under 
the protecting wing of the true Orthodox Church, he can 
begin a regular fight, like a second St. Anthony, with the 
Orthodox Devil. Such Diakka, as he fell in with at the 
Holmeses, must beat Old Nick by long odds, and if he could 
not withstand them by the unaided strength of his own pure 
soul, he may with “bell, book and candle,” and the use of holy 
water, be more fortunate in a tug with Satan; crying as other 
“Father Confessors” have heretofore, “Exercise ves in mo, 
mine Lucis! and signifying his triumph, with a robust 
“Lans Dee” 


PHILADELPHIA, March, 1875. H. P. BLAVATSKY. 


Srinitv aus is like-everything else connected with man; 
properly guided and governed by his intelligence, it is a means 
of happiness and advancement to him; ungoverned or mis- 
guided it injures or destroys. Spiritual intercourse, governed 
and directed wisely, is indeed'a blessing. Misguided it may 


do much mischief. Man's freedom is to choose which form 
of it he will have 
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WHO FABRICATES ? 

SOME LIGHT ON THE KATIE KING MYSTERY. — MORE 
EVIDENCE.— A STATEMENT, AT LAST, WHICH SEEMS 
CONSISTENT WITH CIRCUMSTANCES.—A LETTER FROM 
MADAME BLAVATSKY, 

i N the last Religio Philosophical Journal, (for February 27,) 
in the Philadelphia Department edited by Dr. Child, under 

the most poetical heading of “After the Storm comes the 

Sunshine,” we read the following :— 

“I have been waiting patiently for the excitement in 
reference to the Holmes fraud to subside a little. I will now 
make some further statements and answer some questions.” 

Further, 

“The stories of my acquaintance with Mrs. White are all 
fabrications.” 

Further still : 

“J shall not notice the various reports put forth about my 
pecuniary relations, farther than to say, there is a balance due 
me for money leaned to the Holmeses,” 

I claim the right to answer the above three quotations, the 
more so, that the second one consigns me most unceremon- 
iously to the ranks of the /éars. Now, if there is in my 
humble judgment, anytifing more- contemptible than a cheat, 
itis certainly a iar, The rest of this letter,—editorial—or 
whatever it may be, is unanswerable, for reasons that will be 
easily understood by whoever reads it. When the petulant 
Mr. Pancks fin the Little Dorrit] spanked the benevolent 
Christopher Casby, this venerable Patriarch only mildly lifted 
up his blue eyes Heavenward, and smiled more benignly 
than ever. Dr. Child tossed about, and as badly spanked by 
public opinion, smiles as sweetly as Mr. Casby, talks of “sun- 
shine” and quiets his urgent accusers by assuring them that 
“it is all fabrication.” 

I don’t know whence Dr. Child takes his “sunshine” unless 
he draws it from the very bottom of his innocent heart. 

For my part, since I came to Philadelphia, I have seen 
little but slush and dirt, slush in the streets, and dirt in this 
exasperating Katie King mystery. 

I would strongly advise Dr. Child not to accuse me of 
“fabrication” whatever else he may be inclined to ornament 
me with. What I say I can rove, and am ever willing to do 
so at any day. If he is innocent of all participation in this 
criminal fraud, let him “rise and explain.” If he succeeds in 
clearing his record, | will be the first to rejoice and promise 
to offer him publicly my most sincere apology, for the “erro. 
neous suspicions” | labor under respecting his part in the 
affair; but he must first prove that he is thoroughly innocent. 
Hard words prove nothing and he cannot hope to achieve 
such a victory by simply accusing people of “fabrications.” 
If be does not abstain applying epithets unsupported by 
substantial proofs, he risks, as in the game of shuttle-cock 
and battle-dore, the chance of receiving the missile back, and 
may be that it will hurt him worse than he expects. 

In the article in question he says,— 

“The stories of my acquaintance with Mrs. White are all 
fabrications. 1 did let her in two or three times, but the 
entry and hall were so dark, that it was impossible to recog- 
nize her or any one. | have seen her several times and knew 
that she looked more like Katie King than Mr. (?) or Mrs. 
Holmes. . . .” 

* Mirabile dictu / this beats our learned friend, Dr. Beard! 
The latter denies, point blank, not only “materialization,” 
which is not yet actually proved to the world, but also every 
spiritual phenomenon, but Dr. Child denies being acquainted 
with a woman, whom he confesses himself to have seen 
“several times,” received in his office, where she was seen 
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| in our Katie King, as she comes to me every day and talks to 
| me. On several occasions Katie had come to me and requested 
Mr. Owen and myself to go there (meaning to the Holmes) 
and she would come and tell us just what she had told me 
alone.” 

Did Dr. Child ascertain where Mrs. White was at the time 
of the spirits’ visits to him ? 

“As to Mrs. White, I know her well—I have on many 
occasions let her into the house. I saw her here at the time 
the manifestations were going on in Blissfield. She has since 
gone to Massachusetts.” 

And still the Doctor assures us he was not acquainted with 
Mrs. White. 
“acquaintance” in such a case 
of the Holmes to their house and talk with her and even 


What signification does he give to the word 


? Did he not go in the absence 


guarrel with the woman? Another fabricated story, no doubt. 
I defy Dr. Child to print again, if he dare, such a word as fab- 
rication in relation to myself, after he has reada certain 
statement that | reserve for the last. 

In all this pitiful, humbugging romance of an “exposure” 
by a too material she-spirit, there has not been given.us a 
single reasonable explanation of even so much as one solitary 
fact. It began with a bogus biography, and threatens to end 
in a dogus fight, since every single duel requires, at least, two 
participants, and Dr. Child prefers extracting sunshine from 
the cucumbers of his soul and letting the storm subside, to 
fighting like a man, for his own fair name. He says that “he 
shall not notice” what people say about his little speculative 
transactions with the Holmeses. He assures us that /Acy owe 
him money. Very likely, but it does not alter the alleged fact 
of his having paid $10 for every seance and pocketing the 
balance. Dare he say thathe did notdo it? The Holmeses say 
otherwise; and the statements in writing of various witnesses 
corroborate them. 

The Holmeses may be scamps in the eyes of certain per- 
sons, and the only ones in the eyes of the more prejudiced ; 
but as long as their statements have not been proven false, 
their word is as good as the word of Dr. Child; aye, ina 
court of justice even, the “Mediums Holmes” would stand 
just on the same level as any Spiritual Prophet or clairvoyant 
who might have been visited by the same identical spirits that 
visited the former. So long as Dr. Child does not legally 
prove them to be cheats and himself innocent, why should 
not they be as well entitled to belief as himself? 

From the first hour of the Katie King mystery, if people have 
accused /Aem, no one so far as | know—not even Dr. Child 
himself—has proved, or even undertaken to prove the inno. 
cence of their ex-cashier and recorder. The fact that every 
word of the ex-leader and president of the Philadelphian 
Spiritualists would be published by every spiritual paper (and 
here we must confess to our wonder, that he does not hasten 
much to avail himself of this opportunity) while any statement 
coming from the Holmeses, would be pretty sure of rejection, 
would not necessarily imply the fact that they a/one are 
guilty ; it would only go towards showing, that notwithstand- 
ing the divire truth of our faith and the teachings of 


[our invisible guardians, some Spiritualists have not profited 


by them, to learn impartiality and justice. 

These “mediums” are persecuted ; so far, it is but justice, 
since they themselves admitted their guilt about the photo- 
graphy fraud and waless it can be shown that they were there- 
unto controlled by lying spirits, their own mouths condemn 
them; but what is less just, is, that they are slandered and 
abused on all points and made to bear alone, all the weight of 
a crime, where confederacy peeps out from every page of the 
story. No one seems willing to befriend them,—these two 
helpless uninfluential creatures who, if they sinned at all perhaps 
sinned through weakness and ignorance,—to take their case in 
hand and by doing justice to them, do justice at the same time 
to the cause of truth. If their guilt should be as evident as the 


repeatedly by others, and yet at the same time admits that he | daylight at noon, is it not ridiculous that their partner Dr. 


“knew she looked like Katie King, &c.” 


By the way, we | Child should show surprise at being so much as suspected ! 


have al labored under the impression that Dr. Child admitted | History records but one person, the legitimate spouse of the 
in the Inquirer that he saw Mrs. White for the first time, and | great Casar—whose name has to remain enforced by law 
her as Katie King, only on that morning when she | above suspicion ; methinks, that if Dr. Child possesses some 

her affidavit at the office of the justice of peace? “A naturalclaims to his self-assumed title of Katie King’s “Father 
“fabrication” most likely. -In the R.-P. Journal for October | Confessor,” he can have none whatever to share the infalli- 


27, 1874, Dr. Child wrote thus — 
“Your report does not for a moment shake my confidence 


bitty of Madame Caesar's virtue. Being pretty sure as to 


this myself, and feeling moreover, somewhat anxious to swell 
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the list of pertinent questions, which are called by 
genuous friend “fabrications,” with at least ONE FA I l 
now procee furnish your readers with the follow 
“Katie’s” picture has been, let us say, proved a fraud, an 
impositio n the credulous world, and is Mrs. W 
portrait I counterfeit has been proved by the bea 
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was, bless his dear prophetic soul Me ng a tting 
with the nymphs and goblins of Niagara Falls, so that, when 
he pleads an a/id/ it’s no “fabrication” but the truth for 
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and reputation for truthfulness and m no í 
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(Here we quote the words of “Honesty” and 
transparent pseudonyms of an “amateur for detec 
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give a friendly push to the Dr. in two articles, ut failed ir 


both.)}— 


Unfortunately for H. T. 
hour to -write a 


Child we say, he got inspired in 


some evil certain article, and forgetting the 
wise motto, Verba volant, scripta manent, to publish it in the 
“Daily Graphic,” on the 16th of November last, together wit! 
the portraits of John and Katie King 

Now, for this bouquet of the endorsement of a fact by a 
truthful man, “whose moral integrity no one can doub 

“To the Editor of the Daily Graphic.” 

“On the evening of the 2oth of July, after a large and suc 
cessful seance, in which Katie had walked out into the room 
in the presence of thirty persons and Aad disappeared and 
reappeared in full view, she remarked to Mr. Leslie and 
myself that if we, with four others whom she named, would 
remain after the seance, she would like to try for her photo- 
raph. We did so, and there were present six persons beside 
the photographer. P had procured two dozen magnesian 
spirals and when all was ready; she opened the door of the 
cabinet and stood in it, while Mr. Holmes on one side, and | 
upon the other, burned these, making a brilliant light. We 
tried two plates, but neither of them were satisfactory.” 

“Another effort was made on the 23d, of July, which was 
successful. He asked her if she would try to have it taken 
by daylight. She said she would. We sat with shutters open 
at four o'clock P. M. Ina few moments, Katie appeared at 
the aperture and said she was ready. She asked to have one 
of the windows closed, and that we should hold a shawl to 
screen her. As soon as the camera was ready she came out 
and walked behind the shawl to the middle of the room,a 
distance of six or eight feet, where she stood in front of the 
camera. She remained in that position until the first picture 
was taken, when she retired to the cabinet.” 

“Mr. Holmes proposed that she should permit him to sit in 
front of the camera, and should come out and place her hand 
upon his shoulder. To this she assented and desired all 
present fe avoid looking into her eyes, as this disturbed the 
conditions very much... . ” 

“The second picture was then taken in whieh she stands 
behind Mr. Holmes, When the camera was closed, she 
showed great signs of weakness, and it was necessary to 
assist her back to the cabinet, and when she got to the door 
she appeared ready to sink to the floor and disappeared (?) 
The cabinet door was opened, but she was not to be seen, ìn 
a few minutes she appeared again, and remarked that she had 
not been sufficiently materialized and said she would like to 
try again, if we could waita little while. We waited about 


fifteen minutes, when she rapped on the cabinet, si nifying | 


that she was ready to come out. She did so, and we obtained 
the ¢hird negative.” Signed Dr. H. T, Child. 
And so Dr. Child, we have obtained this, we did that, and 
we did many other things. Did you? Now, besides Dr. 
Child’s truthful assertions about his being out of town, 
especially at the time this third negative was obtained, we 
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won masses of incredulous scoffers that keep on 
pol g us for “lunatics” when they do not very rudely 
cal and cl tans” to our faces? It is not the 
occasionally che g “mediums” that have or can impede the 
progress of our cause; it’s the exalted exaggerations of some 
fanatics on one hand and the deliberate, unscrupulous state- 
ments of those, who delight dealing in “wholesale fabrications 


and “pious frauds” that have arrested the unusually rapid 


spreading of Spiritualism in 1574, and brought it to a dead 
stop in 1875. For how many years to come yet, who can 
tell 

In his “After the Storm comes the Sunshine” the Doctor 


makes use of the following melancholy reflection,— 


“It has been suggested that going into an atmosphere of 


fraud, such as surrounds these mediums (the Holmeses) and 
g sensitive (O, poor Yorrick!)1 was more liable to be 
deceived than others 


We shudder indeed at the thought of the exposure of so 


much sensitiveness to so much pollution! Alas, soiled dove! 
How very sensitive must a person be who picks up such evil 
influences that they actually force him into the grossest of 
fabrications, and which make him invent stories and endorse 
facts that he has not and could not have seen. If Dr. Child, 
victim to his too sensitive nature, is liable to fall so easily as 
that under the control of wicked “Diakka” our friendly advice 
to him is, to give up Spiritualism as soon as possible, and 
join the Young Men’s Christian Association ; for then, under 
the protecting wing of the true Orthodox Church, he can 
begin a regular fight, like a second St. Anthony, with the 
Orthodox Devil. Such Diakka, as he fell in with at the 
Holmeses, must beat Old Nick by long odds, and if he could 
not withstand them by the unaided strength of his own pure 
soul, he may with “bell, book and candle,” and the use of holy 
water, be more fortunate in a tug with Satan; crying as other 
“Father Confessors” have heretofore, “Exercise ves im mo, 
mine Lucis! and signifying his triumph, with a robust 
“Laus Deo!” 
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SrırıTUALISM is like-everything else connected with man; 
| properly guided and governed by his intelligence, it is a means 

of one and advancement to him; ungoverned or mis- 
guided it injures or destroys. Spiritual intercourse, governed 
and directed wisely, is indeed'a blessing. Misguided it may 


do much mischief. Man’s freedom is to choose which form 
of it he will have. 


“WHAT ARE TEST CONDITIONS?” 
Wu those Spiritualists in this city who claim that when 
test conditions are demanded the powers of a genuine 
medium are destroyed, we desire to take issue, and quote, in 
support of our position, from reports of seances given in 


England. They all appear in the No. 258 of the London 
Medium and Daybreak. 

Seance given at Brighton: Medium, Mrs. Fay: “The 
medium’s hands were secured by tying tightly round 


each wrist a piece of strong, inch-wide tape, well knotted. 
Her hands being placed behind her, the ends of the tape 
were tied together and sealed, the ends being secured to the 
lower staple ; another tape was passed round her neck, and 
firmly tied to the upper staple. She sat on a music stool, her 
feet placed on a cushion; these were tied round her ankles 
with a cord the end of which was held by a lady sitter 

Seance at Newcastle; Medium, Miss Wood: “Her wrists 
were most securely tied with twine, one end of which was 

sed through the keyhole of an empty closet<ioor at the 
Pack of the cabinet and firmly secured around the edge of the 
door. The other end was passed through a hole in the 
curtain at the front of the cabinet, and a piece of white paper 
attached to it in view of all the sitters. This paper was 
never disturbed in the least during the seance, and it would 
have been difficult for the medium to have made a movement 
of any importance without it being indicated outside by the 
moving of the paper.” 


Seance at London; Medium, Miss Showers. Mr. Charles 
Blackburn writes, “In this important test I took her left ear- 


ring out, and passed a threaded needle through the aperture, 
with five yards of thread. Miss Showers lay down on the 
couch, and 


I threaded the two ends of the string through 
where the door hinges, and fastened them to a nail driven by 
a gentleman into the door-casing, and visible to all; thus, she 
had a single thread through her ear in her dark room, and we 
had the two ends in the light room.” 

Under these condition the manifestations occurred as usual : 
the figures appeared, walked, talked, and permitted themselves 
to be examined. What better evidence can we have than this that 
the Spirit World is always ready to respond to an honest inves. 
tigation. There ismore joy over one skeptic converted, than 
over ninety-nine, credulous individuals, who accept every 
phenomenon claimed to be spiritual as an evidence of spirit 


power. 


Notes ano Notices. 


A copy of the Spiritual Scientist will be sent to any address 
in the United States for twelve months, on pre-payment of two 
dollars and a half. As it is highly desirable that copies should 
be distributed tuitonsly in quarters where they are likely to 
have a beneficial effect, donations to that purpose will be 
thankfully accepted. 


FRIENDS in the various parts of the country will oblige the 
editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec- 
tive localities that may happen to contain any matter likely to 

we interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may 

ve appeared of an incorrect character—a very common oc- 
currence—regarding Spiritualism. The paragraphs to which 
attention is called should be marked to save trouble. 

Let seven harmonious minds form a circle in their desire to 
obtain the higher knowledge of spirit-life ; when this is deter- 
mined, be a Secretary to record the communications 
given, it will be found that there are seven attendant 
bog whose names will be given ; these names will reveal 

character and quality of the controling spirits who are 

tatives of some human quality of intelligence and 

ection. If those who are seeking interior truths relating to 

the buman spirit will adopt this course, they will be richly 
rewarded—so says an English writer. 


A CALL FOR SPIRITUALISTS TO FORMA 
SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION. 


All intelligent Spiritualists have observed and been pain- 
by the fact, that among us, as students of 


tem and har- 


monyin our movements, 2nd to the oÉ i ters 
who, as an apostle has it, “say they are Jews(ffiediims) and 
are not; but are of the synagogue of Satan”—evil or 
deceivers. 


SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 


know ; that grander results may be reached we know ag well, 
and by order of the committee on management at Rochester 


f Hall, this ca// is issued for a meeting of all lovers of our 


cause in Boston and vicinity, to be convened at Rochester 
Hall, 554, Washington Street, on Sunday, April 4th, 
o'clock, P. M. for the purpose of opening the way for estal 
ing, in this city. 

A CONSERVATORY OF SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY. 

In this movement, the committee are happy to°announce to 
Spiritualists. here and elsewhere that we will have the co- 
operation of Dr. T. B. Taylor, late of Chicago, whose lectures 
in Boston have created a deep interest in our cause, and who 
ifthe way is opened will give his undivided attention = 
energies to this movement. The platform will be prov 
with the ablest and most instructive teachers in America and 
abroad ; Readings, Recitations, Declamations, Dialogues, 
Music, instrumental and vocal ; Sacred Concerts, &c, &« 

In suitable rooms, adjoining, seances will be conducted 
under absolute test conditions, by the use of the electric and 
other scientific tests, every eveniag in the week, with different 
phases of the pheiomena. Also in suitable apartments, 
diseases will be examined clairvoyaatly, and successfully 
treated, by Spiritual, Magnetic and other reformatory methods 
of practice; thus establishing, in Boston a grand center, 
around which may crystallize the beauties and truths of our 
philosophy and the cause made to advance with the strides of 
a Giant. By order of Committee on 
Rochester Hall, Boston, Management 

March 30, 1875. 

Tue PEOPLE’S SPIRITUAL MEETING; every Sunday at 
2 1-2 and 7 1-2, P. M., at Investigator Hall, Paine Memorial 
Building, Appleton Street, near Tremont. Seats free. 


it 


led 
led 


Boston SPIRITUALISTS UNION, hold meetings, on Sunday 
evenings; exercises of a varied character. Trance addresses, 
on questions proposed for considerotion, &c. At Rochester 
Hall 554 Washington Street. 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass.—The Free Religious Society have 
presented to Mr. John Collier, the English lecturer, a hand- 
some testimonial on the occasion of the completion of a three 
months engagement. The testimonial consisted of a gold 
watch, value $125. and several useful articles of a domestic 
character, Mr. C. having determined on settling at Springfield. 
Mrs. C., who is said to be a good medium, is now on her way 
to this country. The watch bore the inscription, “John 
Collier, Springfield, Mass., presented as a tribute of friend- 
ship.” 

J. J. Morse is at Lynn, Mass., during the month of April. 
He can be addressed, care of Mrs. E. J. Lake, 19 Green Street. 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH, the poet, doesn’t like the play of 
“New Magdalen;” at least, if a spirit, who gave that name, 
and expressed that opinion, was really the individual in 
question. 

THE “Science of Spiritualism,” in pamphlet form, is now 
ready and for sale at this office. Single copies are sold at 
five cents each; and fifty or more at three cents each. 

Joun A. ANDREWHALL. Mrs. S. A. Floyd, lectures under 
control Sunday afternoon and evening at John A. Andrew 
Hall, corner of Chauncy and Essex streets. 

CHILDRENS PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM, meets every Sunday 
forenoon at Rochester Hall, 554 Washington Street. The 
gublic are cordially invited. Visitors will find the exercises 
interesting and entertaining in their nature. 

The “Electric Physician,” by Emma Hardinge Britten for 
sale at this office. 


IMPORTANT TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

Postage on The Spiritual Scientist will be prepaid by 
The Scientist Publishing Company. The yearly sub- 
scription rate will be two dollars and fifty cents. 

To any one sending us Five names for one year, we 
will send The Scientist in a separate wrapper to each 
person, and also one to the getter-up of the club. 

Send us a club of EIGHT, for six months, at one dollar 
thirty cents, we will send you as a premium The Scientist 
for one year. 

Send us rive for three months, and we will send you a 
copy free during that period. 

Or for rive yearly subscribers, or TEN for six months, 
or FIFTEEN for three months, we will give as a premium 
that valuable work, “The Identity of Primitive Christi- 
anity and Modern Spiritualism,” by Eugene Crowell, M.D., 
a large octavo volume bound in cloth, price $2.75. 

For rour yearly, or SEVEN six months, or TEN three 
months, we will give the English Memorial Edition of 


TO INVESTIGATORS. 


SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. f 
you still; cheering and guiding you through> shall conf ca ther addit 4! 
the path of life though you know i weight—none at al It is deemed by the 
Mother, thy child is still living, in a br keenest analyst of human nature impossi- 


ABOUT MEDIUMS. , 


Many who give their attention to Spirit | thy life's joy here is still watching 


tr and fairer sphere. Widow, he who w: 


arate trom cai 


i 
ther shall represent the same circumstan- 


hree persons sé 


ualism for the first time frequently ask, | you, still loving you, and caring for you exact less those circumstances 
“Why is a medium nétessaty to com Father, mother, sister, brother, husban x s rigi truth. no matter 

í : tat wife—the dead are not dead They whether the witnesse e reliable or not 
municate with the spirit world?” If my S SEES IE > ENS OSE ; ! 

, nas Ae 7 | but living in another condition of But et number of witnesses 
mother or child in spirit-life desires tocom- | They can under certain conditions com- treble it, r > ; nena. bs 
municate with me, why do they not do so | municate with you, and assure you of their thousands, by milllons—re e your wit- 
direct f Remember Čile are OM one | continued love and care. Hark! their nesses to every tof the w eparate 
plane of existence, while they are on | voices are speaking to you throt t them by oceans and continents and spaces 

e 


another of a very different grade. If you 
yourself desire to doa thing, you must 
use the necessary instrumentalities to ef 
fect it. You must be provided witha 
spade to dig, a pen to write, or a vessel to 
hold water. You have legs to walk, hands 
to work, and vocal organs wherewith to 
speak, But these agencies have no pow 
er in themselves. All power resides in 
the spirit within the organism, the parts 
of which it simply uses as so many tools 
to effect its manifold purposes. The con- 
necting link between spirit and material 
structures is the nerve fluid and other 
finer elements, which are impalpable to 
our senses, Now tothe spirit these ethe 
real fluids are as real as flesh and blood 
and bricks and stones are to us who are 
in the body. Some persons give off from 
their bodies a superabundance of this 
nerve fluid, of sucha kind that those in 
the spirit world can attach themselves to 
it, and thus bring themselves into relation 
with the world of matter. Some mediums 
give off a fluid that enables the spirits to 
move heavy objects and make sounds or 
raps. Other mediums give the spirits 
power to materialize themselves from the 
vital elements derived from the medium’s 
body. A class of mediums can be put 
into the trance state, and the spirits can 
speak through them in the same way as a 
mesmerist operates on his subject. Spirits 
can also move the hands of some to 
write; others get impressions. All are 
mediums of some sort, and by forming a 
spirit-circle these gifts may be cultivated. 
Ample instructions for conducting the 
spirit-circle may be found on another page 
but the most important thing to observe 
is a proper attitude of mind on the part of 
the investigator, Mrs. Tappan, in one of 
her inspirational orations has said: “The 
true key to spiritual investigation is sin 
cerity, candor, a willingness to receive the 
truth ; no simple gee or penetrating 
inquisitiveness will answer, no curiosity 
that seeks for mere mental sensation, 
nothing that seeks to augment the individ- 
ual opinion upon any individual subject. 
You should about this investigation 
with the mind free from influence upon 
this subject. Letit be as free as the air, 
as clear as water, as transparent also as 
light and life ; and then each minute vibra- 
tion of the spiritual world may reach you ; 
whether it upon your own mind or 
upon the mind of another, you will be able 
distinctly and positively to determine.” 
AT THE CIRCLE, 
As hand in hand we sit and sing, 
Magnetic currents run 
Twixt Heaven and Earth to make the ring 
That weds two worlds in one 
GERALD MASSEY. 


WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 

Yes, friend, where are they? Where 
are those loved and dear ones who have 
passed from your mortal sight? You alone 
perhaps knew how hard and bitter the 
parting was, with hardly a gleam of hope 
to bring comfort to a sorrowing heart. 
You know how doubtful it seemed when 
where you would meet that loved one 
in. “Where are they?” is ever the 
en of your cry, but it has met with no 
ponse. “Where are they?” Why with 


gloom and sorrow of your heart's ni 


it is le 


bidding you weep no more, but to rejoice and when, instead of three . 1 
in the truth which has t comfort three times told thr lions of 
and joy to millions of people all over the ms, cach testifying ame gen- 
globe. Spirit-communion is no fict er ints of faith, that is authority w 

; 


but a glorious fact, revealing the 
ness of the life beyond 


A WORD TO INQUIRERS 


“Is there another state of existence 


yond the present? Do those we call 
dead still live are questions wh 
occur at some time or another to all in 


every condition of life. To the educated 
and the ignorant—the happy and the 
wretched—rich and poor—high and low, 
the change which men call death, comes 
dst, 


and removes some one from the 
leaving those who are thus bereft in the 
deepest sorrow To many the dead are 
indeed dead. They neither know when 
and how they will meet the departed one 
again ; nor what the state is in which they 
now exist, if there is even a continued ex 
istence, of which they are not sure. Which 
one of us has not lost gome loved one—a 
father, mother, sister, brother, husband 
or wife; and which one of us has not 
wished for some intelligence of the de- 
parted one? Yet many would be surprised 
if told that such is possible, and that the 
so-called dead are living a world of 
their own—and still posess their individual 
loves and affections for those they have 
left behind. The method of commanica- 
tion will be found described in another 
column, 


REST FOR THE WEARY 


No mortal lives who does not yearn for 


the spiritual; who losing a iriend, does 


not long for some positive evidence of im 
mortality and the reappearing. What be- 
seeching at the gates of heaven! 

In the effort to supply the fainting pil- 
grims, the popular church digs up old 
dead roots from Judean dirt for food 
They give a serpent for a fish. Hence 
almost everybody is sick—weary—wreck- 
ed in hope—bewildered in darkness, 

But there is a rest. At the inspiration- 
al fonts of pure Spiritualism is rest for the 
weary. They who have felt the magnetic 
currents of spirit-life coursing in body and 
mind, drinking deep at the springs of God 
do enter into rest. And what a rest! How 
unspeakable—how ineffable—how full of 
glory, is this rest of soul! 


SPIRITUALISM TRUE 
How do we prove this? You enter any 
court of justice to take human evidence, 
to assemble a certain numbet of witnesses, 
three of whom shall be acknowledged as 
wholly unreliable—wholly untruthful ; you 
» ) ) 

examine these separately, and despite 
their unreliableness, they shall each sepa- 
rately confirm each other's statements; 
and this is evidence which no: court of 

| civilization can reject—evidence which for 
hundreds of years has been accepted as 
| testimony in all courts of judicature. Now 
enlarge upon your position ; let your three 
witnesses be truthful; the fact that they 


nk we are justified presenting 


i $ thority 
authority 5 


1 anc 


it is ur 
t is uj 


EMMA HARDINGE 


ism rests 


Te FORM A SPIRIT CRCLE. 


Ir is calculated that one persoa in every seves 
m by observ ng the proper coc- 
ditions, The thous: { Spiritualists have, in most 
ases, arrived at ther conclumens by agencies estab 
lished by themselves and independently of each other 
and of the services of professional mediuma, Every 
sparitualist “ investigator,” —it may be at 
an advance ; and that all may become so, the 
following cendituons are presented as those vader wha 
the phenomena may at all times be evolved 

Inquirers into Spuntualism should begin by forming 
spint circles in ther own homes, with so Speritualat 
ot professional medium present. Should no resuits be 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit 
ers. One of more persons pomemung medal power 
nowing it ere to be found ia acariy every 


might become a m 


t. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, 
cool rather than warm—tet arrangements be made 
y shall enter it, and that there shall be no 
ion for one hour during the sitting of the cir- 


2. Let the circle consist of from three or five to tea 
als, about the same number of each sex. Sit 
uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 


{the hands on its top surface. Whether the hands 
h each other or not is usually of no importance 
Any table will do, j e enough to comvementiy 


accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from 
the table fora few seconds does no harm; but wòes 
sot of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table, 
it sometimes, but sot always, ver) considerably delays 


the manifestations. 
3}. Before the sitting ns, place some pointed lead 
pencils and some sheets clean writing paper on the 


able, to write dows any commumcation that may be 


+. People who do not like esch other should not at 
n the same circle, for such a want of harmony t 
> prevent manifestations, except with well-developed 
physical mediums; it = net yet knows why. Belief 
« wibelief has no influence on the manifestations, bur 
an a nd feeling against them wa weakening infueace. 

s. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to es- 
gage ia general conversation of ia singing, and i is 
best that neither should be of a frivolous asture. A 
prayerful, earnest feeling among the member of the 
circle gives the higher spirits more power to come to 
the circle, and makes it more difficult for the lower 
spirits to get near 

6 The first symptom of the invisible power at work 
s often a fee a cool wisd sweeping over tbe 
hands The first manifestauious will probably be 
able tiltings or raps. 

7. When motions of the table or sounds are pro 
luced freely, to avoid confusion, let ome persce oaly 
peak. and talk to the table as to an intelligent be- 
ng. Let him tell the table that three tilts or rape 
ocean “Yes,” one means “No.” and two mesa 

Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is 
andersteod. If three signals be given ia answer, thes 
ay, “If l speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, 
will you signal every time I come to the letter you 
warn, and spell us outa memage?™ Should three 
agnals be fiver. set to work on the plan proposed, 
and from ihis ome aa intellgest system of commuas- 
ation is established 
& Afterwards the question should be put, “ Are 
nghi order to get the best manifesta- 
iom ably some mem of the arch will 
hen be told to change seats with eaeh other, and the 

will be afterwards strengthbesed. Nest ask, 

Who ix the medium?” Whee spirits come asero 
“g themmeives to be related or ksosa to anybody 

sent, well-chosen qoeations should do pet to test 

e accuracy of the statemeets, as mts cat of the 
e all the virtues and all the tulags of spirits 


ves 


A powerful physical medium is esually a persce 
f an huve, afe uonare, and genial nature, sad 
ery sensitive to mesmenc iafucscom. The majority 
M moda are lader 


The best manifestations are obtained whea the me- 
lium and all the members of the circle are siron 
pound together by the alfections, and are thoro dy 
comfortable aad happy ; tbe mansi are va 
of the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower 
mental influences of — n-d arci, wuh se 
urangen present, are usually t 

ompaed of 


If the arce & pemoas with evicabe 
temperaments, maasiestanoas wll take place ress- 
ily > if the contrary be the case, euh perseveras 
will be necessary 

Possibly at the Great sitting of a circe sympooms of 
other forms of mediemebip Da Un w np may 


make they appearance. 
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JADVERTISEMENTS. 


OSTON RIDING ACADEMY 
OPENED FOR THE SEASON AT 
1045 Washington Street, 

Jor Pupils or Classes. A new Academy; 

everything is in complete order surpassing 

anything of the hind in the city. There is 

also connected a well ventilated boarding 

stable, for which we solicit the patronage 

of the public, 

PROF. J, M. SMITH. 


a DAVIS & C0., 
4 A+ PUBLISHERS OF STANDARD BOOKS ON 
Harmonia] Philosophy, Spiritualism, 
Free Religion and General Reform. 
24 East Fourth St., New York. 
Agents for Spiritual Scientist. 

HE ELECTRIC PHYSICIAN. 
OR SELF CURE BY ELECTRICITY. 
NEW WORK BY 
EMMA ‘HARDINGE BRITTEN. 
A Plain Guide to the use of the Electro- 
Magnetic Battery, with full directions for 


the treatment of every form of disease on 
the highly successful 
French and Viennese Systems of 
Medical Electricity. 

This excellent little work enables all to 
cure themselves without the aid of drugs 
or doctors, and is the only safe, reliable, 
and complete guide to the practice of Med- 
ical Electricity ever given to the public. 
Published and Sold by 

Dr. William Britten, 
155 West Brookline St., Boston, Mass. 

Price 50 cents. By mail 55 cents. 


A REMARKABLE WORK. 


The Identity 
of Primitive Christianity 
AND 
Modern Spiritualism. 


BY EUGENE CROWELL, M.D, 


Ove large Octavo Volume, handsomely printed aad 
bound in cloth Price, $9.75. 
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~PIRITUAL SCIENTIST GE. WOODS & C0."S ORGANS. 


S 
x 
A WEEKLY JOURNAL DEVOTED TO 
THE SCIENCE, 

HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY AND TEACHINGS 
OF 


SPIRITUALISM. 


Tus Srizrruat Scrawrist presents cach week è 
comprehensive review of the progress of Spiritualism, 
in its practical, scientific, philosophical, and religious 
aspects. Its contents are sufficient im variety to suit 
all classes of minds that are attracted to Spiritualism, 


~ 


and it endeavors to supply all that can intrest as - 
investigator unto the deeply important subject of 


These remarkable instruments have cre- 
MAN'S IMMORTAL EXISTENCE. ated much interest in Americaand Europe 


The topics trestdd may be thus ite by reason of their 
Scientific Incestigations, tending to increase Beautiful Musical Effects 


the knowledge of the nature of the human spirtand Elegant Designs and Elaborate 
its surroundi ; also, of the relation between man is A 

the spirit and those on the physical plane of ex Finish. 

wience. 


Pa i a ai Tbeir PIANO Stop is a piano of beau- 


tiful tone, which will never require tuning. 
atration, reports of Lectures, detailed accounts of W a ` 
Remarkable Phenomena, Materialization, Levitations, | Âl! interested in music should know of 
ac. this important invention. Address 


Religious and Moral Teachings commu GEO. WOODS & CO. 


nicated by Spirits, Exhortations to act for Eternity 
rather than for Time, to be guided principle CAMBRIDGEPORT, MASS- 
rather than expediency; in generai, tending to give » y ų 2 
aspirations for our guidance in life. WAREROOmS: 66 & 68 Adams St. Chicago. 
Reporte of Progress from all parts of the 28 Ludgate Hill, London, England. 
rit by correspondence, exchanges, and reportorial 
ore “CIENCE OF SPIRITUALISM. 
Historical Sketches, illustrating the univer ` 
sality of inspiration from the Spirit World. ; 
Editorial: Opinions: aatracts from Periodicals 
Reviews of Books; Literary Announcements. 


A TRANCE ADDRESS DELIVERED BY 
J. J. MORSE, 
Tua Summer will be è medium of instrectics TRANCE MEDIUM, OF LONDON, 
to lavestigators, Questions and objections will be —before— 
freely answered. It invites the co-operation of loves | The Boston Spiritualists’ Union 


of Spiritual progress, and solicits their patronage and f = 
support. Sunday Evening, Jan. 17. 


Terms: Two Dollars and a Half, 
per Annum, 


Phonographically Reported for The 
Spiritual Scientist, and Republished in 
Pamphlet form. Revised by the 
Guides of Mr. Morse. 


SCIENTIST PUBLISHING CO. 
18 Exchange Street, 


BOSTON “Tue SCIENCE or SPIRITUALISM” 
— Is, as yet, the ONLY ONE of the many 
fo Spir Magnetism, Medicines, eloquent addresses, delivered by 
Clairvoyant and Magnetic Practice, Mr. Morse, in this conntry 


address, Dr. B. Franklin Clark, No. 32 | which has been reported in full or 
published in pamphlet form. 
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FOURTH EDITION NOW READY, 
THE FISHERMEN’S 
Memorial and Record Book. 


Containing the LIST OF VESSELS, and their = 
CREWS, lost from the PORT OF GLOUCESTER : 

embracing he DISASTERS BY THE GALE OF OOKS FOR SALE, AT THE 
August 24, 1873, (covering a period of OFFICE OF THE SCIENTIST. 
nearly half a century,) together with 
OFF-HAND SKETCHES, BIG TRIPS, STATIS- 
TICS OF THE FISHERIES, TALES OF NARROW 


$3.00 per 100., single Copies, 5 ets. 


Scientist Publishing Company, 
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A Tale of Eternity, and Other 
Poems,—Cabinet Edition, . @2.00. 
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